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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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Status 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed January 26, 2004 has been made of 
record and the references cited therein have been considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 and 11-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Yamamoto et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,059,719). 

In regard to claims 1-7, 11 and 12, Yamamoto et al. teach an endoscope 
system 1 comprised of an endoscope 2 having an insertion unit 1 1 with a distal part 16 
that is provided with a connecting tool 21 that couples with a connecting tool 8 on an 
endoscope module 6 (see Figures 1 and 2). Yamamoto et al. teach an embodiment of 
a module 6A where an incision device 9a comprised of a snare 94 attached to the distal 
end of an operation tube 23 (see Figure 7). A transmission wire 22 for operating the 
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snare 94 extends within the tube 23 and is able to move forward and backward (see 
Figure 7 and col. 10, lines 35-45). First handle 99a and second handle 99b coupled to 
the proximal end of tube 23 operate the wire 22 and Figures 9-12 and 15 show hoe the 
snare 64 projects from the distal end of tube 23 and expands and is stored within the 
module 6 when slid proximally. In regard to claim 13, see col. 10, lines 50-65. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Seuberth et 
al. (U.S. Patent No. 3,805,791). 

In regard to claim 1, Seuberth et al. teach an apparatus for the diathermic 
removal of growths comprised of a tubular member 2 that houses a loop slider 4 to 
which is attached a wire loop 5 (see Figure 1 ). Wire loop 5 is held within the tubular 
member 2 until actuated by loop slider 4 to protrude from the distal end of the tubular 
member 2 (see Figures 2-4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Yamamoto et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,059,719) in view of Moriyama (U.S. Patent No. 

6,916,284). 
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In regard to claims 8-10, Yamamoto et al. are silent as to the distal end of 
module 6 being inclined. However, Moriyama discloses an endoscope hood attached to 
the distal end of an endoscope where the hood and has an inclined distal portion 1 1 
(see Figure 2). Moriyama thus demonstrates that providing a hood attached to the 
distal end of an endoscope with an inclined surface is well known in the art. 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide the module 6 of Yamamoto et al. with an inclined 
surface, such as the one shown by Moriyama. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Applicant should note the following prior art references disclosing 
diathermic snares used with an endoscope: Shinozuka, U.S. Patent No. 4,865,017; 
Hagiwara, U.S. Patent No. 4,374,517 and Nagasaki et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,615,330. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Beverly M. Flanagan whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4766. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda CM. Dvorak can be reached on (571) 272-4764. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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